
 

	-	Words	to	Ponder,		By	Rev.	Dr.	Ed	Judy					
														
‘God’s Grace’ 

The biblical narra�ve opens in Genesis 1 by 

announcing that 'God created the heavens and the 
earth and then God formed the crea�on into the life

-giving universe that provides all the necessi�es 

required to sustain life. This great opening to the 

biblical story is an expression of God's nature. In his 

epistle, John expresses this nature well, "we love 

because God first loved us" (1 John 4:19). What 

John was talking about and what the crea�on story 
expresses is God's prevenient grace. Grace that 

comes before we ask for it or even know of its 

existence.   

Prevenient Grace, God's love is like a parent's 

reac�on when their child is learning to walk. When 

learning to walk, toddlers will inevitably fall. You 

may remember watching a child begin to fall when 
she or he was taking that first step. As a responsible 

adult, you had the impulse to jump and catch the 

child; however, the child's parent was there first 

and had him or her in their arms before he or she hit 

the floor. This parent is like our heavenly Father, 

who reaches for us long before we know God's 

existence.    

I believe the crea�on story sets the stage for the 
rest of the Biblical stories about humanity's struggle 

throughout the ages and their difficulty seeing God 

or recognizing God's presence through the struggle. 

Yet, through it all, God was with them, as He is with 

us, seeking ways to connect and help us walk 

through our earthly journey. Unlike 
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Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ,                                                    

for the transforma�on of the world. 

The Disciples’ Connection... 
IN-HOUSE WORSHIP                            

HAS RESUMED  
 

* Masks and Distancing Required for non-vaccinated * 
 

The church office is closed for in-person 
accessibility. You can stay in touch via email  

sfumchurchse@gmail.com  OR 
 

pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 
 

 

To communicate via phone, please leave a 
message, or email, for the church office, and 
Stephanie or Pastor Ed will give you a call.   
 

Online Opportunies for Bible Study, Worship, 

Prayer, and Fellowship  connue via our 

website, our 2, private Facebook groups, and 

our public Facebook page.  

(Con�nued, p. 3) 

Come home, to SFUMC.  

We miss seeing you! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Camp Hamby 2021  

 

Week 1—June 7-11 
Week 2—June 14-18 
9:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. 

$50 per camper, ages 5-11 
Details/Registration form on 

the church website 
 

Church Fundraiser  
The Women’s Fellowship will be sponsoring a yard sale 
this fall. The exact date will be decided later (September - 
October). 
Please be considering things 
you would like to contribute.  
We will begin collecting items 
later this summer. 
 

The proceeds raised will go to 
support the Church’s general 
operating fund. 
Please contact Julie Judy with any questions. 

 

A Ministry Story from Murphy-Harpst  
 

Do you have a favorite vacation memory from 
childhood? Growing up, my family would load up the van and 
make the ten-hour drive from Virginia to Siesta Key, Florida. I 
brimmed with excitement watching the landscape change - 
highway flattening, heat rising, air growing heavy with humidity 
and salt. I knew I had clear water and blue skies ahead. COVID-
19 deprived many of us of cherished vacation traditions, and I 
know I am eager to set out on the road to somewhere – 
anywhere! – after last year. 
When Zack (age 17) came into our Transitional Living Program, 
he had never seen the ocean. I was shocked! How had he never 
experienced the awesome sight of the ocean? At one point, he 
lived less than an hour away, but no one had taken the time to 

give him 
that 

childhood milestone experience… until he came to 
Murphy-Harpst. Zack had no idea he was about to take 
the trip of a lifetime – his first Spring Break. 
After weeks of learning how to budget, plan, and pack 
for a vacation, our Transitional Living Program youth 
and staff set off for Florida. This was many of the kids’ 
first vacation! I wasn’t surprised to hear that when Zack 
finally saw the ocean, he was completely in awe. It was 
“the biggest, most amazing thing” Zack had 

June 20th  

is “Peace with Jus�ce Sunday.”  This 

special offering is administered by Peace 

With Jus)ce Ministries, through the 

General Board of Church and Society, 

and helps provide funds for a.er-school 

care, summer camps, and counseling for 

children.  In addi)on, a special offering 

will be collected from churches 

throughout the conference and 

designated to meet a dire humanitarian 

need somewhere in North Georgia.  To 

give, please write “special offering” on 

the memo line of your check. 

Please no)fy Carroll Andrews at 

ccandrews@windstream.net or 706-857-

5614 if you have any changes to your 

mailing address, email(s) address, phone 

number(s), household members, and/or 

church membership.  If any of your family 

or friends at SFUMC do not have email and 

have any of these changes, 

please ask them to contact 

Carroll Andrews.  Thanks for 

helping us update our records. 

The Ladies’ Friendship Circle 

will meet June 17th at 6:30 

pm in the Fellowship Hall.   

(con�nued p. 3) 
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ILLNESS/INJURY 
 

Jacee Beth          

 Thomas 

Mike Owens 

Elise Sullens  

Andrew Rupp 

Hill Hamby 

Gail Sartain 

Kristen Sartain 

Travis Yates 

Lucille Hamby 

Alan Dean 

Betsy Dellenback 

Rose Jackson 

Joan JarreE 

Kim Snow 

Carter Black 

Yvonne Norton 

Mary High 

Anita ShaEuck 

Rita O’Neal 

Jane McCool 

Marcia Boney & 

 family 
 

Gene & Gail 

 Richter 
 

Rita’s Mom &  

 Dad 

Dianne Fulton 

Jane Stokes 

Judy Crabtree 
 

 

OTHER           
Ben McCool & 
 family 
 

Camp Hamby 
 Summer Camp 
 

The ministry of 
 SFUMC 

 

 

LEADERS 
Pastor Ed & Julie, 
  Church Council, 
  and Ministry  
  Team Leaders 
 
 

Our Bishop and 
 District 
 Superintendent 
 

Na)onal, State,  
   and Local  
   Government  
   officials and all  
   in authority 
 

GENERAL 
SFUMC and the  
  Church    
  Worldwide 
 
 

The United 
 Methodist 
 Church 
 
 

Those 
 persecuted  
  for the faith 
 

 Revival for our  
   community and  

   our na)on 
 

The Peace of  
   Jerusalem 
 

Our Military, 

 local Law  
   Enforcement,     
   and First   
   Responders 
 
 

Our SCHOOLS 
 
 

The Lost, Poor, 
 Suffering, 
 Vulnerable, 
 and Voiceless 
 

Our Na)on and 
 all of the crises 
 going on 
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the people of old, we have 

an advantage because we are Easter people. We 

have the biblical stories and the Holy Spirit to 
help us discern the right paths. God's prevenient 

grace is an expression of God's love, and because 

God first loved us and has given us the Holy 

Spirit, we too have the ability within us to love.   

ever seen; and I was instantly 
back on Siesta Key. I remembered how big and 
amazing the ocean was for me in my youth, and I felt 
honored that Murphy-Harpst gave him that 
experience.  I have stood in awe of the ocean, and 
now I stand in awe of the generosity of supporters 
like you who are willing to share so freely with our 
children. This spring, an anonymous donor has 
pledged to match $10,000 in gifts. That means your 
gift today will provide double the impact! Your gift will enable kids like Zack to experience the “most amazing” 
things. Will you please donate and provide a life-changing milestone today? 
With my thanks and very best wishes, 

 
 

(con�nued from p. 2) 

BIRTHDAYS: 

6/3 Daniel Cook 
 

6/4    Elise Sullens 
 

6/6    Patti Grindstaff      
 

6/7 Grady Massey 
 

6/12 Brent Williamson 
 

6/14 John Ellis Cook 
 

6/19 Michael Allen  

 Krista Joyner 
 

6/20  Ed Judy                     
 

6/2s  Dianne Fulton                                     

___________________________________ 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

6/9 William & Elaine Crouch

 Jason & Sally Cash 
 

6/17 Gene & Susan McGinnis  
 

6/18 Carlton & Carroll 

 Andrews 
 

6/28 Jim & Patti Grindstaff, III 
 

6/29 Steve & Sandy Weaver 

(con�nued from FRONT) 

Michael “Scott” Merritt, LPC, MAC 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Murphy-Harpst Children's Centers 



Financial Report 
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2 SIMPLE WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF SFUMC: 
 

1) Remember that when ordering items on 

Amazon, if you use the Amazon Smile site, 

www.smile.amazon.com , and enter 

Summerville First United Methodist Church, 

we will automa)cally receive 0.5% of the 

price of your eligible purchase! There's no 

charge to you and it is just extra income for 

the church!   
 

 

2) Please put your used ink 

cartridges in 

box in the hall. SFUMC 

receives money for 

recycling these. 

Church Staff and Contact Info 

 

Pastor,  Rev. Dr. Ed Judy 

Email: 
pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 

 

Organist,  Gene McGinnis 

 

Secretary,  Stephanie Norton 

 

Office Phone  706-857-2057 

Email sfumchurchsec@gmail.com 

 

Parsonage Phone  706-859-8183 

 

Website  www.summervillefirstumc.com 

  

You can scan this QR Code 

with your QR app on your 

smartphone to link to the 

church’s Website. 

   REPORT of Year-to-Date through May 2021 
 

   Planned Expenses Funds Received         Actual Expenses        Variance 

    $58,471             $53,663    $53,469              $194 
 

    MISSIONS YTD:         $1,000             $1,632                ($632) 

 

The finance team thanks those who have con�nued to financially 

support the church during this past year. Financial contribu�ons should   

  be mailed to this address.     → 

 

All those ac)vely 
involved in SFUMC 
are  encouraged to 
join the 2, private 
SFUMC Facebook groups. 
 

All may keep up with SFUMC 
through the website, or the 
public Facebook page. 

Mailing Address:  SFUMC 

P.O. Box 187 

Summerville, Ga.  30747 

 Prayer is always the 
greatest way one can 
serve!  ALL ministry is 
dependent upon prayer 
and faithful trust in our 
Lord to produce good 
fruit. 
The SFUMC Weekly 
Prayer Gathering has 
resumed and meets in 
the fellowship hall on 
Tuesdays @ 11 a.m.  
Come seek Him with us!

SERVING @ SFUMC 

 


