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When It Rains, It Pours….. 

I am not sure when the rain showers began to be a weekly 

occurrence. I imagine someone somewhere keeps track of such 

things; I also imagine some�me this summer, many of us will be 

praying for rain. But not today, because it is raining in Summerville, 

Georgia, and the floodwaters are once again rising. March, 'in like a 

lion and out like a lamb' is a straigh'orward enough proverb: when 

March starts, it's s�ll winter, and by the end of the month, spring has 

begun... which also means it is �me for “April showers,” that will 

follow March showers, which followed February showers. 

When I was a child, I remember playing, dancing, and singing in the 

rain, "rain, rain go away, come back some other day." The origin of 

the lyrics to "Rain, rain go away" is said to date back to the reign of 

Queen Elizabeth I (1533-1603). However, it wasn't published un�l the 

mid-19th century when James Orchard Halliwell, collected and 

published the version: "Rain, rain, go away. Come again another day. 

Li@le Arthur wants to play." I have been singing this song all too 

oAen lately. I am so ready for the rain to go away. 

Jesus talked about rain in Ma@hew 5:45 "[God] makes his sun rise on 

the evil and on the good and sends rain on the righteous and on the 

unrighteous." Jesus shared this analogy in his direc�ve to love your 

enemies and to pray for those who persecute you (Ma@. 5:43-48). His 

analogy should also remind us, especially in an unprecedented world 

pandemic, that good and bad things happen to all people. No one is 

immune regardless of religious preference; viruses can affect all of us; 

we all get wet when it rains. To believe otherwise is to be struthious.  

I like the word struthious, today it means ostrich, but  
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Upcoming Events 

 

All SFUMC services, gatherings, and 
events are suspended un�l further 
no�ce.  Please keep checking email 
and Facebook for updates and 
prayer requests.  The church office 
is closed for in-person accessibility. 
 

For now, Pastor Ed will be recording 
and uploading his sermons, to the 
website and the church Facebook 
page, by 10:00 a.m. each Sunday. 
The Worship Team is exploring the 
possibility of live-streaming, and 
no�ce will be sent out if that is 
implemented. 
 

Please remember our ongoing 
collec�ons for outreach ministries, 
whose needs remain, despite the 
current circumstances of the 
coronavirus. If you have a key, you 
may s�ll leave items in the 
fellowship hall. 
 

You may stay in contact with the 
church for  any needs, tes�monies, 
or prayer requests. (See contact info.) 

For accurate news 
about the ministries 

and life of the 
United Methodist 

Church, visit:  
UMNews.org. 

SFUMC 2020 Homecoming 

is postponed. Date to be announced 

later. Rev. Mike Pinson has been 

invited to be the guest minister. We 

will a'empt to reschedule with him. 
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2 SIMPLE WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF SFUMC: 
 

1) “Amazon Smile” -  

Amazon will donate .5% of 

every purchase you make to SFUMC.  Just 

go to www.smile.amazon.com to do your 

shopping.   Look to the lower middle of the 

page, and choose Summerville First United 

Methodist Church as your charity.                    

It’s that simple. 

________________________________________________________________ 

2) Recycle your laser and 

ink jet cartridges SFUMC 

receives 

money for recycling 

these. Please put in box 

in the hall. 

You can scan this QR Code 

with your QR app on your 

smartphone to link to the 

church’s Website. 

APRIL OURTREACH MINISTRY COLLECTIONS 

Helping Hands Ending Hunger 

     Personal Hygiene Products   

(No food items this month) 
Please leave items on back table in fellowship hall. For 

ques?ons, contact Lauren Jarre'. 
 

Opera?on Christmas Child (OCC) 

Individually-wrapped Bars of Soap 

and Washcloths (con�nued for April) 
 

SFUMC Friendship Circle 
Personal-Care Items   

for men, women, and children are all NEEDED for the 

local homeless shelter.  

Those who have a key may leave your donated items in the 

marked container in the fellowship hall.  The church office 

will remain closed for in-person interac?on for as long as 

our gatherings are suspended. 

Someone will be delivering the dona?ons to the shelter 

and the schools. While the ministry processes have 

changed, the ministries have not ceased.  

Are you missing loved ones and 

friends? Going s?r-crazy in your 

house and missing human 

connec?on?  Here is some helpful 

info from Elaine Crouch: 
 

“We had a family gathering on ZOOM 

and could see and talk to each 

person.  I recently used ZOOM to 

schedule a church commi@ee 

mee�ng.  It is very easy to use and 

FREE.  We plan to use it on Thursday 

for our grandson's birthday party. 
 

Just download the ZOOM app on your 

smartphone, ipad, or computer, or 

visit zoom.us.  Don't forget to allow 

access to your camera and audio. “  

It's true that we don't 

know what we've got 

un?l it's gone, and it's  

also true that we 

don't know what 

we've been missing 

un?l it arrives. 



an earlier use of the word seems more appropriate, which means someone is refusing 

to accept the obvious. Remember the pla�tude about an ostrich puKng its head in the sand.  

Most of us will survive the coronavirus, but we all need to do our part to keep our family and 

neighbors safe. If one life is saved by prac�cing social distancing, it is worth the cost. Last week a 

pastor in Florida was arrested on misdemeanor charges of unlawful assembly and viola�on of public 

health rules aAer flou�ng social distancing orders. My response is to quote Psalm 23:3-4, "[The 

Lord] leads me in right paths for his name's sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I 

fear no evil; for you [Lord] are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me." When the world 

thrust us into the darkest, what seems to be the worst of �mes, God provides wisdom and 

knowledge and leads us in right paths; if we will only listen. 

As noted above, Jesus was telling his first-century audience to love, not only their neighbors but also 

their enemies. Everything Jesus did, his en�re ministry, was guided by his love for humanity. We, as 

the church, the body of Christ should do no less.  

Today God leads us in right paths for his name's sake, teaching us new ways to share the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. We are learning new ways to be the Body of Christ. In darkest valleys, we will fear no 

evil for our Lord is with us, to comfort and guide us. God is providing a way for church to con�nue 

being the church. 2 Corinthians 5 says God is crea�ng something new. I believe with all my heart 

that if we con�nue to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ; and love each other and those around us as 

God loves, goodness and mercy will follow us. Together we will make it through the darkness, and 

we will be stronger in faith and deeper in love with God. "Do no harm, do all the good you can and 

stay in love with God."1   

(1 John Wesley's, three simple rules to live by)             3                        
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ILLNESS/INJURY 

Jacee Beth          

 Thomas 

Sybil Jones 

Martha Shook 

Mike Owens 

Elise Sullens  

Andrew Rupp 

Brody Parker 

Hill Hamby 

Lacee Lundrum 

Jill Smith 

Gail Sartain 

Kristen Sartain 

Manuel Garcia 
 

Nancy Carr’s Son, 
 Travis, & 
 Daughter in-
 law 
 

Lucille Hamby 

Nona Snow 

Alan Dean 

Betsy Dellenback 

Rose Jackson 

Beverly Maxey 

Joan Jarre' 

Jim Persons 

Peggy Williams 
 

Sandy (Shy-Anne 
 Jarre@’s 
 mother) 

Kim Snow 

Jon Farrar 

Greg Echols 

David Snow 
 

Caitlin Sa'erfield 
 and family 
 

 

 

 

 

OTHER           
Ben & Heather   
  McCool & 
 family 
 
LEADERS 
Pastor Ed & Julie, 
  Church Council, 
  and Ministry  
  Team Leaders 
 
 

Our Bishop and 
 District 
 Superintendent 
 

Na?onal, State,  
   and Local  
   Government  
   officials and all  
   in authority 
 

GENERAL 
SFUMC and the  
  Church    
  Worldwide 
 
 

The United 
 Methodist 
 Church 
 
 

Those 
 persecuted  
  for the faith 
 

 Revival for our  
   community and  
   our na?on 
 

The Peace of  
   Jerusalem 
 

Our Military, 
 local Law  
   Enforcement,     
   and First   
   Responders 
 
 

Our SCHOOLS 
 
 

The Lost, Poor, 
 Suffering, 
 Vulnerable, 
 and Voiceless 

BIRTHDAYS: 

4/3 -    Rebekah 
 Robitaille 
 

4/4  -  Lee Kaylor 
 

4/5  -   Adam Smith 
 

4/8  -  Milford Morgan 
 

4/18 -   John Bailey              

 Beth Morgan

 Chuck Norton 
 

4/21 -   Stella Turner 
 

4/25 -   Shirley Fisher 
 

4/26 - Lindsay Sullens 
 

4/27 -  Alice Cox 

 Ben Sullens 
 

4/28 -  Nicholas DiPillo 
 

ANNIVERSARIES:    
    

4/26 -  David & Avis 
 Snow 

 
 

“Your lamb shall be without blemish” (Exodus 12:5) “When I see the blood, I will pass over 
you…” (Exodus 12:13)   “The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world!’” (John 1:29)   “In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of our sins” (Ephesians 1:7) 

 (from front pg.) 



 

Financial Report 
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IT IS A NEW WORLD, 

everything we touch can 

transmit the coronavirus. 

So, I encourage everyone, 

especially the leadership teams, to consider new ways 

to stay connected while keeping each other safe, as 

we con�nue being the church in this new world.   
 

I encourage everyone to ask your bank if they offer a 

“Bill-Pay” op�on. You can set up the church as a 

regular payment, and the bank generates an 

electronic check and sends it via USPS (United States 

Postal Service). The bank I use does not charge for 

this, and it even covers the postage. Please send to our mailing 

address, below. 
 

There are many online pla'orms available for establishing online 

giving. Once we decided one, it will be linked to the church’s website, 

and you will be able to click and give. The debate about online giving 

is over; Corona has decided for us.  ~  Pastor Ed 

REPORT of Year-to-Date through MARCH 2020 
 

Planned Expenses Funds Received         Actual Expenses        Variance 

    $37, 215             $26,618    $32,707            ($6,089) 
  

MISSIONS YTD:       $350    $750                         ($400) 
 

In these uncertain �mes, with “social distancing” in place, the finances of 

the church have not escaped the impact of the coronavirus.  We have not 

met for the last 3 Sundays, and we will not be gathering throughout April. 

The Finance Team thanks the donors who have mailed in their offerings/

�thes to the church.  We encourage everyone to con�nue suppor�ng 

SFUMC with your prayers and financial contribu�ons, as you are able and 

led, as well as making sure to look aAer one another during this crisis. 

Church Staff and Contact Info 
 

Pastor,  Rev. Dr. Ed Judy 
Email: pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 

 
 

Music Director, ____________ 
 

Organist,  Gene McGinnis 
 

Secretary,  Stephanie Norton 
 

Office Phone  706-857-2057 

Email sfumchurchsec@gmail.com 

 

Parsonage Phone  706-859-8183 

 

Website 

www.summervillefirstumc.com 

 

Mailing Address SFUMC 

P.O. Box 187 

Summerville, Ga.  30747 

 

 

 

 

RetainingSacredValuableProperty                               

Update on New Windows: 49 

windows have been ordered from 

Window World. The church drew on 

our line of credit to pay the $23,000 

down payment.  We are currently 

awai?ng no?fica?on of comple?on 

of the custom manufacturing and 

that the windows are ready for 

installa?on.  Upon installa?on, the 

remaining balance will be paid using 

the same line of credit, and 

payments will be made un?l the 

credit is paid in full. 

Stay connected with your 
SFUMC family on Facebook. 
Email will be 
checked daily, 
Monday - 
Friday. 


