
 

	-	Words	to	Ponder,		By	Rev.	Dr.	Ed	Judy	
	

The Awe Moments   

Can you remember the last �me you had an 

awe moment? One of those moments when 

�me seems to stop for a split second. Maybe 

it was the sound of a bird singing as you 

stepped out the door to begin another day. 

Several years ago, before the pandemic, the 

New York Times ran an ar�cle, “Why Do We 

Experience Awe?” I never really thought much about why we 

experience awe moments. I just wish I experienced more. 

“The ar�cle said we could make the case that our culture today is 

awe-deprived. Adults spend more and more �me working and 

commu�ng and less �me outdoors and with other people. 

Camping trips, picnics, and midnight skies are forgone in favor of 

working weekends and late at night. A-endance at arts events 

— live music, theater, museums, and galleries — has dropped 

over the years. This goes for children, too: Arts and music 

programs in schools are being dismantled in lieu of programs 

be-er suited to standardized tes�ng; �me outdoors and novel, 

unbounded explora�on is sacrificed for résumé-building 

ac�vi�es. 

The writers believe awe depriva�on has had a hand in a broad 

societal shi4 that has been widely observed over the past 50 plus 

years. I have read numerous ar�cles warning us (con�nued p. 3)
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Our mission is to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ,                                                    

for the transforma�on of the world. 

The Disciples’ Connection... 
IN-HOUSE WORSHIP                            

HAS RESUMED  
 

* Masks and Social Distancing Required * 
 

The church office is closed for in-person 
accessibility. You can stay in touch via email  

sfumchurchse@gmail.com  OR 
 

pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

To communicate via phone, please leave a 
message, or email, for the church office, and 
Stephanie or Pastor Ed will give you a call.   
 
 

Online Opportunies for Bible Study, Worship, 

Prayer, and Fellowship  connue via our 

website, our 2, private Facebook groups, and 

our public Facebook page.  
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OURTREACH MINISTRY  

 Opera%on Christmas Child 
 

        Our church recently received a framed award 

from Samaritan’s Purse in apprecia%on for 10 years of 

partnership as an Opera%on Christmas Child drop-off 

loca%on. Over the last 10 years, approximately 8,800 

shoeboxes have been received at our church during 

Na%onal Collec%on Week. Last year was our final year 

to serve as a drop-off loca%on. Many children 

throughout the world have been blessed through this 

ministry. I would like to thank all who donated to this 

ministry with contribu%ons, packing shoeboxes, 

and volunteering during Na%onal Collec%on 

Week each year. Hopefully, you have been 

blessed as I have been through this ministry. 

 

        Although, we will not be a drop-off loca%on, 

we s%ll plan to pack shoeboxes this year. There 

will be no monthly collec%on of items or packing 

party. Individuals may pack their own shoeboxes 

and bring them to the church before Na%onal 

Collec%on Week this year. I will be glad to 

deliver the shoeboxes to a drop-off loca%on. We 

have plenty of shoeboxes available at church. 

 

        I have been blessed while serving as an OCC 

drop-off coordinator for the last six years. I have 

developed friendships with other OCC 

volunteers and have especially enjoyed mee%ng 

others who are passionate about this ministry 

during Na%onal Collec%on Week each year. My 

prayer is that our church will con%nue to 

support OCC by packing more shoeboxes this 

year. 

Keep Packing!  
 

     Susan McGinnis 

Na�ve American Ministries Sunday is April 

18th.  This Special Offering funds urban 

ministries with scholarships for Na%ve 

Americans a;ending UM seminaries and 

Annual Conference. To give, write “Na%ve 

American Ministries” on the memo line of 

your check. 

 

Please no%fy Carroll Andrews at 

ccandrews@windstream.net or 706-857-5614 if 

you have any changes to your mailing address, 

email(s) address, phone number(s), household 

members, and/or church membership.  If any of 

your family or friends at SFUMC do not have 

email and have any of these 

changes, please ask them to 

contact Carroll Andrews.  Thanks 

for helping us update our records. 

The Ladies’ Friendship Circle will meet on April 

22nd at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Dues will 

be collected for the year, and 

plans for future ac%vi%es will be 

discussed. We are so looking 

forward to being able to meet 

again and hope all the ladies of 

the church will a;end! 
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PRAYER REQUESTS MARCH	B!"#$%&'(/
A**!+,"(&"!,(	

ILLNESS/INJURY 
 

Jacee Beth          

 Thomas 

Mike Owens 

Elise Sullens  

Andrew Rupp 

Hill Hamby 

Gail Sartain 

Kristen Sartain 

Manuel Garcia 
 

Travis Yates 
 

Lucille Hamby 

Nona Snow 

Alan Dean 

Betsy Dellenback 

Rose Jackson 

Joan Jarre; 
 

Sandy (Shy-Anne 
 Jarre-’s 
 mother) 
 

Kim Snow 

Carter Black 

Yvonne Norton 
 

Jane & Steve 
 Love 

Kay Rupp 
 

Mary High 
 

Anita Sha;uck 
 

Rita O’Neal 
 

David Owens 
(Rita’s brother in-
law) 
 
 

Marcia Boney & 
 family 
 

 

OTHER           
Ben & Heather   
  McCool & 
 family 
 
LEADERS 
Pastor Ed & Julie, 
  Church Council, 
  and Ministry  
  Team Leaders 
 

 

Our Bishop and 
 District 
 Superintendent 
 

Na%onal, State,  
   and Local  
   Government  
   officials and all  
   in authority 
 

GENERAL 
SFUMC and the  
  Church    
  Worldwide 
 
 

The United 
 Methodist 
 Church 
 
 

Those 
 persecuted  
  for the faith 
 

 Revival for our  
   community and  
   our na%on 
 

The Peace of  
   Jerusalem 
 

Our Military, 

 local Law  
   Enforcement,     
   and First   
   Responders 
 
 

Our SCHOOLS 
 
 

The Lost, Poor, 
 Suffering, 
 Vulnerable, 
 and Voiceless 
 

Our Na%on and 
 all of the crises 
 going on 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

4/3    Jordon Robitaille  
 

4/4    Lee Kaylor  
 

4/5    Adam Smith 
 

4/8    Milford Morgan                 
 

4/18  John Bailey 

            Beth Morgan 

            Chuck Norton  
 

4/21  Stella Turner                       
 

4/25  Shirley Fisher                      
 

4/26  Lindsay Sullens                   
 

4/27  Alice Cox 

            Ben Sullens                          
 

4/28  Nicholas DiPillo                   

__________________________________ 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

4/26  David & Avis Snow 

that people have become more individualis�c, 

more self-focused, more materialis�c,            and less connected to others. 

Well, we don’t need to read Psychology Today to realize their statement is 

true. The pandemic has undoubtedly increased the isola�on reality around 

the world. The writers suggested that to reverse this trend, people need to 

experience more everyday awe and ac�vely seek out what gives them 

goosebumps. The awe moment might come when looking at trees, night 

skies, pa-erns of wind on water, or the inconspicuous nobility of others — 

the teenage punk who gives up his seat on public transporta�on, the 

young child who explores the world in a state of wonder, the person who 

presses on against all odds.” (Paul Piff and Dacher Keltner, “Why Do We 

Experience Awe?” The New York Times, May 22, 2015.) 

As a person of faith, I wonder if we have lost the desire to 

seek God in our midst. Oh, we say we want to experience 

God and see God, but how are we ac�vely seeking God in 

this crazy mixed-up world that seems to be turning more and 

more inward? We want answers to our ques�ons 

immediately without spending the �me to search for the 

answers. Not realizing that it is not the answer to the 

ques�on that empowers, but the journey to find the answer. 

May your day be filled with awe moments.  Something to 

ponder as you walk outside and begin a new day. Ed 

(con�nued from front page) 



Financial Report 
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2 SIMPLE WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF SFUMC: 
 

1) Amazon Smile - Amazon donates  .5% 

of every purchase you make to SFUMC.  

Go to www.smile.amazon.com   to do 

your shopping. Choose Summerville 

First United Methodist Church as your 

charity.    
 
 

2) Please put your used ink 

cartridges in box in the hall. 

SFUMC 

receives 

money for recycling 

these. 

Church Staff and Contact Info 

 

Pastor,  Rev. Dr. Ed Judy 

Email: 
pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 

 

Organist,  Gene McGinnis 

 

Secretary,  Stephanie Norton 

 

Office Phone  706-857-2057 

Email sfumchurchsec@gmail.com 

 

Parsonage Phone  706-859-8183 

 

Website  www.summervillefirstumc.com 

  

You can scan this QR Code 

with your QR app on your 

smartphone to link to the 

church’s Website. 

For accurate news about 
the ministries and life of 

the  
United Methodist Church, 

 visit:  
UMNews.org. 

   REPORT of Year-to-Date through March 2021 
 

   Planned Expenses Funds Received         Actual Expenses        Variance 

    $35,083             $29,270    $30,685            ($1,415) 
 

    MISSIONS YTD:         $600               $526                 ($74) 

 

The finance team thanks those who have con�nued to financially 

support the church during this past year. Financial contribu�ons should   

  be mailed to this address.     → 

 

All those ac%vely 
involved in SFUMC 
are  encouraged to 
join the 2, private 
SFUMC Facebook groups. 
 

All may keep up with SFUMC 
through the website, or the 
public Facebook page. 

Mailing Address:  SFUMC 

P.O. Box 187 

Summerville, Ga.  30747 

 SFUMC acknowledges 
and is so grateful for all 
those who have 
faithfully served in 
Children’s Church, as 
Liturgists, as Acolytes, 
as Sunday School 
Teachers, and for 
Wednesday Night 
Suppers. Please check 
with Elaine Crouch, or 
Pastor Ed regarding 
other ministry needs. 

SERVING @ SFUMC 

 


