
	-	Words	to	Ponder		By	Rev.	Dr.	Ed	Judy			
 

Communi�es everywhere are talking about reopening, including the 

Summerville First United Methodist Church council. Before reopening, 

the North Georgia Conference Cabinet and Bishop have asked the 

churches to prayerfully consider the ques�on, “Are we prepared to 

open in a way that makes our church campus as safe as 

possible?” rather than “Are we going to open simply because we 

can?” Therefore, the church council is asking for your help. Stephanie 

has included a survey with this newsle)er for your input, and I have 

also emailed it out to church. Please don’t toss it aside; because your 

opinion ma)ers for the reopening of the church.  

Alex Shanks wrote an ar�cle for the Lewis Center for Church 

Leadership �tled, “Why Reopening a Church is Different.” He said 

churches should not follow the same guidelines, regarding reopening, 

as other ins�tu�ons. He believes there are prac�cal principles why 

reopening church campuses requires a different kind of thinking. In 

his words, the church should not be looking to sidestep the guidelines 

or simply reac�ng to what others are doing. The church should lead 

the way by modeling a method of safety for others to follow.  

Please consider his principle as you respond to the survey. 

1. Churches open faithfully, not just safely, meaning the church’s 

expression of worship should con�nue to reflect the values and 

essence of our faith, which includes Jesus’ command to faithfully 

make disciples, even during this �me of social distancing.   

2. Churches are built primarily on trust, which means the leadership 

makes healthy and informed decisions to alleviate all 
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CURRENT OPPORTUNITIES 
 

All SFUMC services, gatherings, 
and events are suspended un�l 
further no�ce.  Please keep 
checking email and Facebook for 
updates.  *(See info on Camp 
Hamby on a)ached sheet.)* 
 

The church office is closed for in-
person accessibility, but you can 
stay in touch via email at  
sfumchurchse@gmail.com  OR 
 

pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 
 
If you would like to communicate 
via phone, please leave a 
message, or email, the church 
office, and Stephanie or Pastor 
Ed will give you a call.  Please 
stay in touch with any needs, 
prayer requests, praise reports, 
or testimonies. 
 
Online Opportuni�es for Bible Study, 
Worship, Prayer, and Fellowship: 
 

• Pastor Ed is s�ll recording and 
uploading his sermons to the 
website and the church Facebook 
page, by 10:00 a.m. each Sunday. 

 

• Special Music is being uploaded 
weekly. 

 

• A special �me of prayer is being 
uploaded weekly. 

 

• A children’s Bible story and 
bulle�n is being uploaded weekly. 

 

• The “Weekly Checkup” 
 

• The 2 SFUMC Facebook Groups 

For accurate news 
about the ministries 

and life of the United 
Methodist Church, 

visit:  
UMNews.org. 



2 Ways to Stay Connected and Fellowship, With Your 

Church Family While Con�nuing to “Shelter in Place”: 
 

1) The “Weekly Checkup”- Look for the “Weekly 

Checkup” email, or Facebook post, to get updates, 

receive encouragement, and provide an opportunity 

for each of you to share how you’re doing and what’s 

going on in your life.  We encourage all to share 

upli7ing or humorous stories, devo�ons, tes�monies, 

or �ps for helping others get through this trying �me.  

Also, please share any needs or prayer requests. 
 

2) SFUMC’s 2 PRIVATE Facebook Groups - one specifically     

       for prayer, and the other just for a private way for    

       members to connect and communicate. All those     

  ac�vely involved in SFUMC are  encouraged to join   

  the groups, and par�cipate in conversa�on with your   

  fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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2 SIMPLE WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF SFUMC: 
 

1) “Amazon Smile” -  

Amazon will donate .5% of 

every purchase you make to SFUMC.  Just 

go to www.smile.amazon.com to do your 

shopping.   Look to the lower middle of the 

page, and choose Summerville First United 

Methodist Church as your charity.                    

It’s that simple. 

________________________________________________________________ 

2) Recycle your laser and 

ink jet cartridges SFUMC 

receives 

money for recycling 

these. Please put in box 

in the hall. 

You can scan this QR Code 

with your QR app on your 

smartphone to link to the 

church’s Website. 

JUNE OURTREACH MINISTRY COLLECTIONS 

SFUMC Friendship Circle 
Personal-Care Items   

for men, women, and children are all NEEDED for the 

local homeless shelter.  

Those who have a key may leave your donated items in the 

marked container in the fellowship hall.  The church office 

will remain closed for in-person interac�on for as long as 

our gatherings are suspended. 

Someone will be delivering the dona�ons to the shelter 

and the schools. While the ministry processes have 

changed, the ministries have not ceased.  

(OCC, con�nued) The numbers have 

increased every year. Even a7er 

Hurricane Harvey flooded the homes of 

seven church members, the 

congrega�on s�ll packed more than 

8,000 boxes. Last  year, in 2019, this 

congrega�on of 51 members packed 

11,139 OCC shoeboxes for children to 

have the opportunity to hear the Good 

News of Jesus Christ!  Regardless of the 

mission or work, what encouragement 

to see this example of the much that 

God can do with a few willing vessels! 

SFUMC to Deliver Meal 

to Homeless Shelter 

June 27th @ 10:30 a.m. 

ENCOURAGING TESTIMONY OF WHAT 

ONLY A FEW WERE ABLE TO 

ACCOMPLISH, BY GOD’S GRACE….. 
 

Joan JarreN, Rita O’Neal, Sandy 

Weaver, and Susan McGinnis aNended 

an OCC mee�ng in February, in which Pastor Mark and 

Cherry Brumbelow spoke about their congrega�on’s OCC 

ministry. Back in 2003, the congrega�on of Grace Bap�st 

Church in Wild Peach, Texas, with only 25 members, 

packed 20 shoeboxes. In 2014, the church packed 532 

shoebox gi7s. The members were thrilled with the result, 

and believed that God would make a way for them to 

pack even more. In 2015, they packed 2,000 shoeboxes. 



concerns members of the congrega�on have about 

reopening. It is important that everyone trusts that every effort is being 

made to maintain a safe environment. 

3. Church finances should not be a primary considera�on in the �ming of 

reopening. Shanks believes giving will more likely increase as we make 

faithful decisions about reopening, not because we opened before the 

church down the street. Reopening churches will require building a new 

culture.  COVID-19 has forced all of us to change the way we live. The 

reopening will require church leaders, clergy, and laity to build a new 

culture of doing church. Three months ago, online worship would not have 

been considered, but today most churches large and small are doing 

online worship. God is making something new.     

4. We cannot return to the church as it used to be; it is not possible, nor is 

it responsible. We are creatures of habit and averse to change, so we will 

have to make every effort to create a new model of church that is fully 

inspired by God, who makes all things new. Returning to the way things 

used to be would fly in the face of Jesus, who warned against pouring new 

wine into old wineskins.  

Please respond by filling out and mailing in the survey or using it as a 

guide to share your concerns for reopening. Your health and safety are 

paramount in the planning to reopen, so please share your thoughts and 

ideas with anyone on the council or send it by email or text, or the old-

fashioned way USPS (snail-mail).  I look forward to hearing from you so 

we can open faithfully and safely.                 3                           

PRAYER REQUESTS JUNE	B$%&'()*+/

A..$/0%+)%$0+ 
ILLNESS/INJURY 
Jimmie Murray 
 

Rebecca Young 
 

Jacee Beth          

 Thomas 

Sybil Jones 

Mike Owens 

Elise Sullens  

Andrew Rupp 

Hill Hamby 

Lacee Lundrum 

Jill Smith 

Gail Sartain 

Kristen Sartain 

Manuel Garcia 
 

Nancy Carr’s Son, 
 Travis 
 

Lucille Hamby 

Nona Snow 

Alan Dean 

Betsy Dellenback 

Rose Jackson 

Beverly Maxey 

Joan JarreN 

Jim Persons 
 

Sandy (Shy-Anne 
 Jarre)’s 
 mother) 
 

Kim Snow 

Carter Black 

Jon Farrar 

Greg Echols 

Yvonne Norton 

Michael Allen 

Jane & Steve 

 Love 
 
 

 

OTHER           
Ben & Heather   
  McCool & 
 family 
 

LEADERS 

Pastor Ed & Julie, 
  Church Council, 
  and Ministry  
  Team Leaders 
 
 

Our Bishop and 
 District 
 Superintendent 
 

Na�onal, State,  
   and Local  
   Government  
   officials and all  
   in authority 
 

GENERAL 
SFUMC and the  
  Church    
  Worldwide 
 
 

The United 
 Methodist 
 Church 
 
 

Those 
 persecuted  
  for the faith 
 

 Revival for our  
   community and  
   our na�on 
 
 

The Peace of  
   Jerusalem 
 

Our Military, 

 local Law  
   Enforcement,     
   and First   
   Responders 
 
 

Our SCHOOLS 
 
 

The Lost, Poor, 
 Suffering, 
 Vulnerable, 
 and Voiceless 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

6/1 -    Virginia Sanders 
 

6/3  -  Daniel Cook 
 

6/4  - Sarah Andrews

 Elise Sullens 
 

6/6  -   Patti Grindstaff 
 

6/7  -  Grady Massey 
 

6/12 -  Brent Williamson 
 

6/14 - John Ellis Cook 
 

6/19 -  Michael Allen 

 Krista Joyner 
 

6/20 -  Ed Judy 
 

6/22 -  Dianne Fulton 
 

6/23 -  Edie Chambless

 DeJuan Jarrett 
 

6/27 -  Bruce Nadu 
 

6/30 - Mary Anna 

 Bentley 

_____________________________ 
 

ANNIVERSARIES:    
 

6/9  -  William & Elaine 

 Crouch  

 Jason & Sally Cash 
 

6/17 - Gene & Susan 

 McGinnis 
 

6/18 - Carlton & Carroll 

 Andrews 
 

6/28 - Jim & Patti 

 Grindstaff 
 

6/29 - Steve & Sandi 

 Weaver 
 

6/30 - Bruce & Jessica 

 Nadu 

(from front pg.) 



* IF * we gather for worship 

toward the laNer part of 

June, these are the folks 

scheduled to serve.  No�ce 

will be given in advance, 

regarding whether SFUMC 

will be mee�ng. Please let us 

know if you will be 

con�nuing to “shelter in 

place” and  will not be 

available to serve. (See 

Survey on following page.)

The well-being of each one is 

of the utmost priority, and 

each person’s decision for 

how to proceed is 

understood and respected. 
 

JUNE Ushers: Gary McConnell   

                          & Jerry Prince 
 

Nursery and Children’s 

Church will remain 

suspended at this �me. 
 

 

ACOLYTES: 

21st  - Ella  Cate Housch 

28th -  Aile Echols 
 

LITURGISTS: 

21st  -  David Snow 

28th -  Jerrell McCool 

Financial Report 
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SERVING ROTATIONS 

 

REPORT of Year-to-Date through MAY 2020 
 

Planned Expenses Funds Received         Actual Expenses        Variance 

    $62,024             $49,293    $48,660            $633 
  

MISSIONS YTD:       $475    $750                         ($275) 
 

In these uncertain �mes, the finances of the church have not escaped the 

impact of the coronavirus. The Finance Team thanks the donors who have 

mailed in their offerings/�thes to the church. We ask your con�nued 

support of SFUMC, as you are able and led, with your prayers and 

financial contribu�ons, as well as con�nuing to look aFer one another 

during this crisis. 

Everyone is encouraged to ask your bank if they offer a “Bill-Pay” op�on. 

You can set up the church as a regular payment, and the bank generates 

an electronic check and sends it via USPS (United States Postal Service).  

Most banks do not charge for this, and it typically even covers the 

postage. Please send to our mailing address, below. 

Church Staff and Contact Info 
 

Pastor,  Rev. Dr. Ed Judy 
Email: pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 

 
 

Music Director, ____________ 
 

Organist,  Gene McGinnis 
 

Secretary,  Stephanie Norton 
 

Office Phone  706-857-2057 

Email sfumchurchsec@gmail.com 

 

Parsonage Phone  706-859-8183 

 

Website 

www.summervillefirstumc.com 

 

 

Peace With Jus�ce Offering 

This offering goes to 

support “peace with jus�ce 

ministries,” through the 

General Board of Church 

and Society and the annual 

conferences, to help with 

things such as a7er-school 

care, summer camps, and 

counseling for 

neighborhood children. 

Stay connected with 
your SFUMC family 

on Facebook.  
 

Email is checked daily,  
Monday - Friday. 

Mailing Address:  SFUMC 

P.O. Box 187 

Summerville, Ga.  30747 



Congregational Survey  

Some church leaders are checking in with their congrega�ons to gauge readiness to 

return to in-person worship. Below are ques�ons to guide you in sharing your 

thoughts and concerns with SFUMC leadership.  

 At what point do you think you will feel comfortable returning to in-person 

 worship services? __________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________ 

___I would go back this Sunday if I could  

___I will return in July if the church decides to re-open for worship and has taken all 
necessary precautions to minimize our risk.  

___Even if services resume in July, I will wait a few weeks before returning in person. 

___ I’m not comfortable returning to in-person worship for the foreseeable future.  

What precautions would you like the church to take when we return to in-

person services? Select all that apply: 

___Limit the number of people attending any one service.     

___Clearly identify socially distant seating of at least a six-foot radius per family.  

___Offer hand sanitizer station at all entrances to the sanctuary. Offer an individual 
hand sanitizer to each person or family.  

___Make masks available to anyone who doesn’t have their own.  

___Remove offering plates, hymnals, and other shared items temporarily.  

___Give special instructions for flow of people to avoid person-to-person contact.  

___Shorten the length of the service to limit time that we’re in the space with others.  

___Other ____________________________________________________________ 

What signs/signals do you want to see before returning to in-person worship 
services? Select all the apply: 

___Very small number of COVID-19 cases in our community.  

___Public health officials in our area give clearance for gatherings of a similar size to 
what we will expect in worship.  

___Most social distancing regulations have been lifted.  

___Schools open or plan to be open for the 2020-2021 school year.  

___Most businesses in our community open. 

___Other  ____________________________________________________________ 

Have you watched our online worship service? ___Yes  ___No  



Where did you watch or listen?  ___Website ___Facebook  

Are you likely to continue attending virtually, after in-person services resume?  

___Yes  ___No 

 If the number of people per service is limited, would you be willing to attend a service 
 at a different day or time? ___Yes  ___No  ___Other___________________________ 

 Are there children under 18 in your household? ___Yes  ___No   If yes, will they 
 attend in-person worship with you when you return? ___ Yes  ___ No  ___Other ____ 

 —————————————————————————————————————— 

 When we gather again in person, will you follow the guidelines our Health and 
 Wellness team have put in place? ___Yes  ___No ___Other ____________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

Would you be willing to serve as a volunteer at the church when we reopen for in- 
person worship? ___Yes  ___No  ___Other __________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 When the pandemic subsides and we begin meeting regularly again, what new 
 online ministries do you hope we continue moving forward? Select all that 
 apply:  

___Online/worship  

___Online small groups (zoom meetings)  

___Online devotional times  

___Check in calls to one another  

___Collaborating with nearby/district congregations  

___Other  

 

What is your age? ___Under 18  ___18-29  ___30-39  ___40-49  ___50-59  ___60-

69  ___70+  ___I prefer not to answer  

 

Is there anything else you would want to share with our church leadership as 
they plan and prepare for worshipping together in the future? _______________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 



The board has approved 

“Camp Hamby” Summer Day 

Camp for 2020! 

Registra!on will be posted in 

the newspaper.  

Camp Dates are: 

Week one: June 29 - July 3 

Week two: July 6 - 10. 

There will be limited 

reserva�ons each week.  

For details, contact  

Amy Housch (706) 859-1546. 


