
	-	Words	to	Ponder			
						By	Rev.	Dr.	Ed	Judy		 

“God is making something new” 

On Saturday, August 29, nearly 2,000 North Georgia United Methodists 

gathered for a !me of holy conferencing in a new way. Mee!ng virtually 

from living rooms, kitchen tables, church offices, and beyond, members 

of the Conference adopted a condensed agenda to complete essen!al 

business.  

Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson presided 

over the historic session. Behind her and 

on the speaker's podium were hand-

painted banners of overlapping circles. 

Seven of the circles align to reveal a dove. 

This imagery was a steady reminder of 

the Holy Spirit's presence and an 

appropriate metaphor for the work of 

alignment that was a thread throughout the business of the day. 

Bishop Sue began the session with a reflec!on on John 21:1-14. She said, 

"The whole world has changed, and all of our normal ways to be 

together have changed, but the risen Lord comes among us and says, we 

have an opportunity to consider how we are fishing. Instead of moving 

toward what's familiar…" The Bishop challenged the churches as they 

sat in the unfamiliar, to go back into prayer and reflect on how the Lord 

is calling the church to respond to those who are hur!ng, and those who 

are pleading for jus!ce and righteousness. Hear the cries of God's 

people." 
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Our mission is to make disciples         

of Jesus Christ                                        

for the transforma!on                       

of the world. The Disciples’ Connection... 
“IF  you con!nue in My Word, you 

are truly my disciples.”   

 (con!nued p. 3) 

 

 

Worship Gatherings Suspended 
 

Chattooga County has moved to a 
higher risk level for covid. We are 
now at level red. Due to the 
recommendation of the Bishop and 
Cabinet, to not gather when the 
risk level is this high, we will forgo 
worship gatherings until the risk 
level improves. 
 
The church office is closed for in-
person accessibility, but you can 
stay in touch via email  
sfumchurchse@gmail.com  OR 
 

pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 
 

Email is checked daily,  Monday 
- Friday. 
 

If you would like to communicate 
via phone, please leave a 
message, or email, for the church 
office, and Stephanie or Pastor 
Ed will give you a call.  Please 
stay in touch with any needs, 
prayer requests, praise reports, 
or testimonies. 
 
Online Opportuni�es for Bible 
Study, Worship, Prayer, and 
Fellowship will con�nue.   
All videos posted online can be 
accessed via the website or 
Facebook.  Online fellowship is 
available via our 2, private SFUMC 
Facebook Groups and our public 
Facebook Page. 

For accurate news 
about the ministries 

and life of the United 
Methodist Church, 

visit:  
UMNews.org. 
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2 SIMPLE WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF SFUMC: 
 

1) “Amazon Smile” -  

Amazon will donate .5% of 

every purchase you make to SFUMC.  Just 

go to www.smile.amazon.com to do your 

shopping.   Look to the lower middle of the 

page, and choose Summerville First United 

Methodist Church as your charity.                    

It’s that simple. 

________________________________________________________________ 

2) Recycle your laser and 

ink jet cartridges SFUMC 

receives 

money for recycling 

these. Please put in box 

in the hall. 

You can scan this QR Code 

with your QR app on your 

smartphone to link to the 

church’s Website. 

SEPTEMBER OURTREACH MINISTRY COLLECTIONS 

SFUMC Friendship Circle 
Personal-Care Items for Local Homeless Shelter   

for men, women, and children are all NEEDED. 
Those who have a key may leave your donated items in 
the marked container in the fellowship hall.  Others may 
contact the church to arrange a Ame to drop off items. 

Someone will be delivering the donaAons to the shelter 

each month. While the ministry processes have 
changed, the ministries have not ceased. Please 

help us minister to those in need. 
 

       

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Pens, colored pencils, washcloths and 
bars of soap.  If you see anything that’s 
a bargain to add to boxes, please buy 
and bring to Church. Thank you for 
supporAng this ministry!  
         -Susan McGinnis 

Heaven’s Grocery StoryHeaven’s Grocery StoryHeaven’s Grocery StoryHeaven’s Grocery Story    
Author Unknown 

 

 I was walking down life's highway a long !me ago. One day I 

saw a sign that read, "HEAVEN'S GROCERY STORE".  As I got a 

liDle closer the door came open wide, and when I came to 

myself I was standing inside. I saw a host of ANGELS. They were 

standing everywhere. One handed me a basket and said, "My 

Child shop with care". Everything a Chris!an needed was in that 

grocery store. And all you couldn't carry, you could come back 

the next day for more. First, I got some PATIENCE. LOVE was in 

the same row. Further down was UNDERSTANDING: you need 

that everywhere you go. I got a bag or two of WISDOM, a bag 

or two of FAITH. I just couldn't miss the HOLY GHOST,  for He 

was all over the place. I stopped to get some STRENGTH and 

COURAGE, to help me run this race. By then my basket was 

geFng full, but I remembered I needed some GRACE. I didn't 

forget SALVATION, for SALVATION was free, so I tried to get  

enough of that to save both you and me. Then I started up to 

the counter to pay my grocery bill, for I thought I had everything 

to do the MASTER'S will. As I went up the aisle, I saw PRAYER: 

and I just had to put that in,  for I knew when I stepped outside, 

I would run into sin. 

PEACE AND JOY were plen!ful; they were last on the shelf. 

SONG and PRAISE were hanging near, so I just helped myself. 

Then I said to the angel, "Now, how much do I owe?" 

He smiled and said, "Just take them everywhere you go." 

Again, I smiled and said, "How much do I really owe?" 

He smiled again and said, "MY CHILD, JESUS PAID YOUR 

BILL A LONG, LONG TIME AGO."  

FOOD FOR HOMELESS 
SHELTER 

 

In addiAon to the items 
being collected for Hope 
Rebirth Homeless Shelter by the 
Friendship Circle, SFUMC also provides 
food to the shelter once a month.  In 
the past, SFUMC received free food 
from the Rome Community Kitchen, 
which was used to prepare a meal.  We 
are not currently receiving this supply 
of food, so ON-GOING funds are 
needed to conAnue with this much-
needed ministry.  In addiAon, the 
shelter’s director has requested that 
we check with him each month, to find 
out what specific needs they have 
before we plan on what to provide.  
Instead of taking a meal, for the past 
two months they’ve requested lunch 
foods that residents can pack to take to 
work with them. Your financial support 
is needed to help us purchase the 
items. To help or for quesAons about 
this ministry, contact Carroll Andrews. 
Our next date to provide food is 
September 26th. 



Closing in prayer, Bishop Sue said: "Gracious God, we pray 

we will answer your call to follow you in new ways. Give us new insights, 

give us a clear word of how to serve you in new ways." In the business 

session, members of the 2020 North Georgia Conference (Laity and 

Clergy) adopted and put in place the final steps to implement a new            

8-district structure for our Annual Conference.  

The eight new districts are more reflec!ve of today's North Georgia 

Conference and the communi!es we serve. The districts follow county 

lines, and each contains a similar number of churches. Every new district 

includes some high-growth coun!es. Popula!on, as well as popula!on 

growth, is balanced between the districts. And six of the eight districts 

have a United Methodist-related college or seminary in its bounds. 

Summerville First is in the Northwest District (see map below). 

This new plan will save the Annual Conference upwards of $1 million 

annually and reduce the 2021 budget around 20%, leaving more 

dollars in the local church for local ministries. 

The Annual Conference formally closed twenty-four churches. Bishop 

Sue offered a !me of prayer for the churches. She said, "every church 

that closed has born witness. They have served and been Christ to 

their communi!es. Yet they have reached the point in the life of 

their church when it is !me to close." Then she said, "every death 

leads to new life and new ministries which will be fueled by these  

    closures."   (con!nue on p. 4) 3                                 

PRAYER REQUESTS AUGUST	B%&'()*+,/

A..%/0&,*&%0, 
ILLNESS/INJURY 
Jimmie Murray 
 

Rebecca Young 
 

Jacee Beth          

 Thomas 

Sybil Jones 

Mike Owens 

Elise Sullens  

Andrew Rupp 

Hill Hamby 

Lacee Lundrum 

Gail Sartain 

Kristen Sartain 

Manuel Garcia 
 

Travis Yates 
 

Lucille Hamby 

Nona Snow 

Alan Dean 

Betsy Dellenback 

Rose Jackson 

Beverly Maxey 

Joan JarreJ 
 

Sandy (Shy-Anne 
 JarreD’s 
 mother) 
 

Kim Snow 

Carter Black 

Greg Echols 

Yvonne Norton 
 

Jane & Steve 
 Love 
 

Ann Marie Love 
 

Michael Allen 
 

Kayla ScoJ’s 22 
mo. old son 
 

 

OTHER           
Ben & Heather   
  McCool & 
 family 
 
 

LEADERS 
Pastor Ed & Julie, 

  Church Council, 
  and Ministry  
  Team Leaders 
 
 

Our Bishop and 
 District 
 Superintendent 
 

NaAonal, State,  
   and Local  
   Government  
   officials and all  
   in authority 
 

GENERAL 
SFUMC and the  
  Church    
  Worldwide 
 
 

The United 
 Methodist 
 Church 
 
 

Those 
 persecuted  
  for the faith 
 

 Revival for our  
   community and  
   our naAon 

 
 

The Peace of  
   Jerusalem 
 

Our Military, 
 local Law  
   Enforcement,     
   and First   
   Responders 
 
 

Our SCHOOLS 
 
 

The Lost, Poor, 
 Suffering, 
 Vulnerable, 
 and Voiceless 
 
Our NaAon and 
 all of the crises 
 going on 

 

 

 

The Special Offering this 

month will be received 

September 20th and goes to 

support Well Root Family 

services (formerly the UM 

Children’s Home). This 

ministry provides 

redempAve, healing services 

that bring meaningful 

change to the lives of 

children and families. 

BIRTHDAYS: 
 

9/10 -  Vivian Turner    

 Lindsay Cook 
 

9/11 -  Candi Forester 
 

9/14 - Lauren Cash 
 

9/15 - Rita O’Neal  
 

9/16 -  Jessica Nadu 
 

9/19 - Chelsea Searles 
 

9/20 - Lefty Norton 

 Jennifer Turner 
 

9/21 -  Kathy Bennett 
 

9/24 - Sally Cash 
 

9/27 - Yvonne Norton 
 

9/29 - Hill Hamby 

_____________________________ 
 

ANNIVERSARIES:    
 

9/15 -  Jerry & Elaine   

              Prince 

 

(from front pg.) 



For now, SFUMC will not 

be uAlizing liturgists or 

acolytes during worship 

gatherings.   In addiAon, 

nursery and children’s 

church are suspended unAl 

further noAce.  

For all those who have 

faithfully served in these 

ministries, and any others 

desiring to serve, check 

with Carroll Andrews, 

Susan McGinnis, Elaine 

Crouch, or Pastor Ed 

regarding other ministry 

opportuniAes. 

Financial Report 
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SERVING @ SFUMC 

 REPORT of Year-to-Date through AUGUST 2020 
 

 Planned Expenses Funds Received         Actual Expenses        Variance 

    $99,239             $77,769  * $81,384            ($3,615) 

    MISSIONS YTD:       $3,895        $2,608                   $1,287 

* 

The finance team wants to thank those who have con!nued to 

financially support the church during this !me and encourages all, 

who are led, to support SFUMC with your prayers, !me, talents, and 

resources.  Financial contribu!ons should be mailed to the address   

                                                   shown below.  

Church Staff and Contact Info 
 

Pastor,  Rev. Dr. Ed Judy 
Email: pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 

 
 

Music Director, ____________ 
 

Organist,  Gene McGinnis 
 

Secretary,  Stephanie Norton 
 

Office Phone  706-857-2057 

Email sfumchurchsec@gmail.com 

 

Parsonage Phone  706-859-8183 

 

Website 

www.summervillefirstumc.com 

Stay connected with your SFUMC 
family online. SFUMC’s 2 PRIVATE 
Facebook Groups 
are a great way to 
do that! One group 
is specifically for 
prayer requests and encouraging 
those who’ve made requests, and 
the other group is just to have a 
private way for members to 
connect and communicate. All 
those acAvely involved in SFUMC 
are  encouraged to join. 

Mailing Address:  SFUMC 
P.O. Box 187 

Summerville, Ga.  30747 

NOTE: EXPENSES DO NOT INCLUDE $7,500 NOT YET PAID, FOR 

CONFERENCE CONNECTIONAL EXPENSES  (appor!onments, health 

insurance and pension, district work fund, etc.) CHURCH LITERATURE, 

AND CLEANING SERVICE. 

        Bishop Sue's 

words at the beginning of 

the conference,"our normal 

ways to be together have changed," was a call to the church as 

well as a prayer to seek the Spirit’s guiding light through the 

change. God is making something new. I believe God has plans 

for His church, and our Lord is using the current struggles we are 

living in as means of turning our eyes forward, to a new way of 

making disciples (building the kingdom of God), instead of 

backward toward our yesterdays.  

God is making something new. Change is oNen difficult, so we 

humans try to avoid the inevitable even when we know it is 

necessary. Throughout history, God brought change by turning 

the world upside down or by using humanity's conflic!ng 

behaviors to get our aDen!on; to 

help us see more clearly. I pray we 

do see and discern God's will more 

clearly as we work together, 

building His kingdom, for the glory 

of God.   

~ In Christ, Ed 

* Update on the RSVP Window 

Project on page 5. * 

(from p. 3) 

Forget the former 

things. Do not 

dwell on the past. 

See, I am doing a 

new thing. 

Isaiah 43:18-19 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The window replacement and soffit project is in the final phase of comple�on. The new windows will help reduce 

the energy costs for years to come, and the new soffit should reduce pain�ng maintenance. A line of credit for 

three years was secured by the Church Council to make these needed improvements. If you have not made a 

commitment for this project, it is as easy as filling out the form below and mailing it the church office at P.O. Box 

187 Summerville, Ga. Thank you, Church, for your support in the RSVP plan. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

MY/OUR COMMITMENT IN THE RSVP PLAN * (This commitment may be adjusted by presen�ng your request to the church office.) 

 

NAME_______________________________ADDRESS__________________________________PHONE__________ 

 

I/We will invest $___________ in Weekly $_______Monthly $_______Annually $________ or Single gi9 ________ 

 

For Annually:  IN 2020_________ 2021 _________ 2022_________ 

 

Purchase a window ($600) in memory/honor of a loved one $_________  

  

Name of Person(s) to be remembered/honored: ______________________________________________________ 


