
 

	-	Words	to	Ponder,		By	Rev.	Dr.	Ed	Judy	
	

‘United We Stand, Divided We Fall” 

I have been pondering the concept of community and the struggle 

within communi es that see and understand ideas and concepts 

differently. Please understand me; I believe it is normal for people to see things differently. In fact, it is part 

of being human, a wonderful part. God created us to be different, which means we are uniquely made. Our 

differences highlight our individuality and accentuate our connec on to God, our creator.   

Why do we as a people shun, degrade, or blaspheme that which is different, especially when we do not 

understand the other person's percep on? I confess there are many things that I do not understand and 

probably never will. This past weekend I saw a church sign that said, 

"Christ is Lord. 

 Christ is for us." 

I reflected for a few seconds wondering what the writer wanted 

his or her audience to hear and recognize in these few words. 

My first thought was to share my thoughts about the phrase 

with Julie, but I decided instead to ask her what she thought the 

sign was saying. Julie is a blessing and o4en a voice of reason 

that o4en brings clarity to my analy cal and methodical 

demeanor. When I read the phrase, my first thought was just another expression that says, 'it is all about 

me.' Christ is Lord and Christ is for us, with emphasis on us. I thought the writer was implying that Christ is a 

possession for us, to do our will. 

I shared my thought with Julie, and she said her first thought was, 'Christ is Lord and for us, so who can 

stand against us,” which emphasizes Christ, where it belongs. Her percep on was probably more in line with 

the writer's intent.                                  (con nued p. 3) 
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Our mission is to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ,                                                    

for the transforma on of the world. 

The Disciples’ Connection... 
IN-HOUSE WORSHIP                           

RESUMES MARCH 7th @ 11 a.m.  
 

* Masks and Social Distancing Required * 
 

The church office is closed for in-person 
accessibility. You can stay in touch via email  

sfumchurchse@gmail.com  OR 
 

pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 
 
 
 

 

To communicate via phone, please leave a 
message, or email, for the church office, and 
Stephanie or Pastor Ed will give you a call.   
 
 

Online Opportunies for Bible Study, Worship, 

Prayer, and Fellowship  connue via our 

website and 2, private Facebook groups, and 

our public Facebook page.  
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OURTREACH MINISTRY  

 Opera%on Christmas Child 
Our Opera%on Christmas Child shoeboxes for 2020 

were received by children in Guyana, hard-to-reach 

areas, Democra%c Republic of the Congo, Burkina Faso, 

and Senegal. This is the first year that our shoeboxes 

have gone to a part of South America and to hard-to-

reach areas. Our shoeboxes usually only go to children 

in parts of Africa. 

Guyana is the only English-speaking country in South 

America. It’s located on the northern coast of the 

con%nent and is known for its beau%ful rainforests. 

The OCC Na%onal Team in Guyana works %relessly to 

deliver shoeboxes to churches and communi%es all 

over the country. 

It’s really exci%ng that some of our shoeboxes were 

delivered to children in hard-to-reach areas. Large 

areas of the world are hard to reach with the Gospel 

due to cultural or geographic barriers.  Many who live 

in these areas have never heard the name of Jesus 

Christ. Samaritan’s Purse has distributed shoebox gi9s 

to more than 50 hard-to-reach countries since 1993. 

Democra%c Republic of Congo is the largest na%on in 

Central Africa. It has significant mineral resources and 

plenty of fer%le soil, but malnutri%on con%nues to be a 

challenge. Samaritan’s Purse began delivering 

shoeboxes to children here in 2003. 

Burkina Faso, located in West Africa, is home to a large 

rural popula%on. Samaritan’s Purse has delivered 

shoeboxes here since 1999. By 2011, Samaritan’s Purse 

began offering “The Greatest Journey” discipleship 

course that teach boys and girls how to follow Christ 

and to share his love with others. 

Senegal, a country on the northwest coast of Africa, is 

known as the gateway to Africa. A 9 year-old shoebox 

recipient from Senegal said, “I do not go to school 

because my parents find that it is not important. It is 

not a custom in our family for parents to give us gi9s, 

because it costs a fortune for them. This gesture of 

giving gi9s is unimaginable, but nothing is impossible 

with God.” 

The gi9-filled shoeboxes that we packed will share 

God’s love in a tangible way and can impact not only 

the child who receives it, but also their family, friends, 

and community. 
 

 CONTACT for this ministry:  Susan McGinnis 

The March Special Offering is 

scheduled to be received Sunday, 

3/22, to support UMCOR, which 

provides immediate assistance in the 

wake of disasters and helps support 

ongoing ministries of food, shelter, 

health, and peace.  However, your 

gi4s are needed immediately, per 

the recent winter storm disaster, 

leaving many in  urgent need. 

UMCOR - Responding to Recent 

Severe Weather Damages  
 

The recent winter storm - unofficially 

named Winter Storm Uri -  led to 

winter weather alerts for 170 million 

people. The state of Texas has been 

hit par%cularly hard, resul%ng from 

power blackouts, loss of heat and 

broken pipes. As the snow and ice 

melted, flooding became a significant 

problem. 

UMC and other churches served as 

warming shelters and food banks. 

Meanwhile, the same storm system 

spawned tornados in the Carolinas, 

destroying homes. 

UMCOR, working with Conference 

Disaster Relief Coordinators, is 

providing …..           (con nued on p. 3) 
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PRAYER REQUESTS MARCH	B"#$%&'()/
A++",-#)'#"-)	

ILLNESS/INJURY 
 

Jacee Beth          

 Thomas 

Mike Owens 

Elise Sullens  

Andrew Rupp 

Hill Hamby 

Lacee Lundrum 

Gail Sartain 

Kristen Sartain 

Manuel Garcia 
 

Travis Yates 
 

Lucille Hamby 

Nona Snow 

Alan Dean 

Betsy Dellenback 

Rose Jackson 

Joan JarreF 
 

Sandy (Shy-Anne 
 Jarre>’s 
 mother) 
 

Kim Snow 

Carter Black 

Greg Echols 

Yvonne Norton 
 

Jane & Steve 
 Love 
 

Ann Marie Love 

Michael Allen 

Kay Rupp 
 

Dale Housch 
 

Mary High 
 

Anita ShaFuck 
 

Rita O’Neal 
 

Teresa & David 
 Owens (Rita’s 
 sister & brother 
 in-law) 
 

Marcia Boney & 
 family 
 

 

OTHER           
Ben & Heather   
  McCool & 

 family 
 
 

Family of Bobby 
Lee Cook 
 
LEADERS 
Pastor Ed & Julie, 
  Church Council, 
  and Ministry  
  Team Leaders 
 
 

Our Bishop and 
 District 
 Superintendent 
 

Na%onal, State,  
   and Local  
   Government  
   officials and all  
   in authority 
 

GENERAL 
SFUMC and the  
  Church    
  Worldwide 
 
 

The United 
 Methodist 
 Church 
 
 

Those 
 persecuted  
  for the faith 
 

 Revival for our  
   community and  
   our na%on 
 

The Peace of  
   Jerusalem 
 

Our Military, 
 local Law  
   Enforcement,     
   and First   
   Responders 
 
 

Our SCHOOLS 
 
 

The Lost, Poor, 
 Suffering, 
 Vulnerable, 
 and Voiceless 
 

Our Na%on and 
 all of the crises 
 going on 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

03/12 -  Brooklyn Cash 
 

03/15 -   Carter Black, III 
 

03/17 -   Teena DiPillo 
 

03/20 -   Seth Turner 
 

03/23 -   Julie Judy 
 

03/25 -   Sandy Weaver 
 

03/29 -   Jim Day  

  Campbell Hunt 

  Susan McGinnis 

___________________________________ 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

03/07 -   Tim & Rita O’Neal 
    

This story's point is that people do not 

always see things the same way because some mes our percep on is 

influenced by whatever is going on in our lives at that moment. So, having 

different ideas and percep ons does not mean one person is wrong and 

the other right. Yes, some mes right is right and wrong is wrong; 

however, there does not always have to be a right and wrong; different 

percep ons can just be different.   

I confess, some mes I wonder why others don't perceive certain things 

the way I do; in my mind, it seems clear, although when different ideas 

are introduced, I realize it was not as straighAorward as I first believed. 

So, I thank God for Julie and others who help me see beyond my 

percep on of ideas and thoughts. 

I share this because I am concerned about the struggles that divide our 

culture and our world. Tradi onally communi es form because of 

similari es, race, culture, religion, etc. Sociologists call this polariza on 

when people with similar interests are drawn together. However, the 

similari es that draw us together are only the seeds that blossom when 

nurtured with the differences we share, which in turn draws even more 

people into the community, making it stronger and a more produc ve and 

nurturing community. A community that is united through its differences 

will always be stronger than one divided by those differences.  ~ Ed 

(con nued from front page) 

(from p. 2) ….immediate 

funding to assist annual 

conferences and will 

provide long-term support 

once the damage is fully 

assessed. Your help is 

needed, today. Please 

make a gi9, today, to 

UMCOR U.S. Disaster 

Response. 



Financial Report 
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2 SIMPLE WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF SFUMC: 
 

1) Amazon Smile - Amazon donates  .5% 

of every purchase you make to SFUMC.  

Go to www.smile.amazon.com   to do 

your shopping. Choose Summerville 

First United Methodist Church as your 

charity.    
 
 

2) Please put your used ink 

cartridges 

in box in 

the hall. SFUMC 

receives money for 

recycling these. 

Church Staff and Contact Info 

 

Pastor,  Rev. Dr. Ed Judy 

Email: 
pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 

 

Organist,  Gene McGinnis 

 

Secretary,  Stephanie Norton 

 

Office Phone  706-857-2057 

Email sfumchurchsec@gmail.com 

 

Parsonage Phone  706-859-8183 

 

Website  www.summervillefirstumc.com 

  

You can scan this QR Code 

with your QR app on your 

smartphone to link to the 

church’s Website. 

For accurate news about 
the ministries and life of 

the  
United Methodist Church, 

 visit:  
UMNews.org. 

   REPORT of Year-to-Date through FEBRUARY 2021 
 

   Planned Expenses Funds Received         Actual Expenses        Variance 

    $23,389             $16,407    $20,351            ($3,994) 
 

    MISSIONS YTD:         $50               $364                 ($314) 

 

The finance team thanks those who have con nued to financially 

support the church during this past year. Financial contribu ons should   

  be mailed to this address.     → 

 

 

All those ac%vely 
involved in SFUMC 
are  encouraged to 
join the 2, private 
SFUMC Facebook groups. 
 

All may keep up with SFUMC 
through the website, or the 
public Facebook page. 

Mailing Address:  SFUMC 

P.O. Box 187 

Summerville, Ga.  30747 

 SFUMC acknowledges 
and is so grateful for all 
those who have 
faithfully served in 
Children’s Church, as 
Liturgists, as Acolytes, as 
Sunday School Teachers, 
and for Wednesday 
Night Suppers. Please 
check with Carroll 
Andrews, Susan 
McGinnis, Elaine Crouch, 
or Pastor Ed regarding 
other ministry needs. 

SERVING @ SFUMC 

 

Before Bed March 13th 


