
 

	-	Words	to	Ponder,		By	Rev.	Dr.	Ed	Judy					
 

Over the next year, July 2021 – April 

2022, I will share the top ten frequently 

asked ques�ons from new or young 

Chris�ans (young in the faith, not age). 

Dr. H. A. Harrington, a United Methodist 

Pastor, compiled the list of ques�ons 

and wrote the answers (© by The Upper 
Room, discipleship resources in 2002). I 

imagine the ques�ons asked today are 

similar, if not the same. 

I will share the ques�on for the 

following next month at the end of each 

month’s ar�cle. Please pray and reflect 

on your answers before you read Dr. 
Harrington’s answers. I believe your 

�me in prayer and reflec�on will help 

you in your faith journey and assist you 

with helping others who have similar 

ques�ons about what it means to be 

Chris�an in our modern world. 

We begin our countdown with ques�on 
ten. (Again, reflect and pray about your 

answer before you read the ar�cle.) 

10 – If God is good, why do bad things happen? 

God is not a grand puppeteer with dangling strings, controlling every person’s circumstances. God has 

always wanted to be viewed as a loving and protec�ve parent. Yet even with loving and careful parents, 

bad things s�ll happen to families, children, and people everywhere. In spite of the presence of police 

departments and protec�ve organiza�ons, bad things s�ll happen. To assume that the Creator of the 

world would seek to control every second of every person’s life is wildly unrealis�c. 

God has given us freedom of choice. We have the right to make choices in life that determine 
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Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ,                                                    

for the transforma�on of the world. 

The Disciples’ Connection... 
IN-HOUSE WORSHIP                            

HAS RESUMED  
 

* Masks and Distancing Required for non-vaccinated * 
 

The church office is closed for in-person 
accessibility. You can stay in touch via email  

sfumchurchse@gmail.com  OR 
 

pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 
 

 

To communicate via phone, please leave a 
message, or email, for the church office, and 
Stephanie or Pastor Ed will give you a call.   
 

Online Opportunies for Bible Study, Worship, 

Prayer, and Fellowship  connue via our 

website, our 2, private Facebook groups, and 

our public Facebook page.  

(Con�nued, p. 3) 

Come home, to SFUMC.  

We miss seeing you! 

Independence Day is not about individuals doing whatever 

they want; it is about individuals being free from tyrannical 

Earthly rule, to live, according to conscience, unto and for God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church Fundraiser  
The Women’s Fellowship will be sponsoring a yard sale 
this fall. The exact date will be decided later (September - 
October). 
Please be considering things you would like to contribute.  
We will begin collecting 
items later this summer. 
 

The proceeds raised will go 
 to support the Church’s 
general operating fund. 
Please contact Julie Judy 
with any questions. 

 

This month’s special offering supports 

Murphy-Harpst, a ministry that helps 

to transform the lives of Georgia’s 

abused and neglected children through 

loving, Chris0an care and personalized 

treatment programs. It will be received 

July 18th. To give, write Murphy-Harpst 

on the memo line of your check. 

Please no0fy Carroll Andrews at 

ccandrews@windstream.net or 706-857-

5614 if you have any changes to your 

mailing address, email(s) address, phone 

number(s), household members, and/or 

church membership.  If any of your family 

or friends at SFUMC do not have email and 

have any of these changes, 

please ask them to contact 

Carroll Andrews.  Thanks for 

helping us update our records. 

The Ladies’ Friendship 

Circle will NOT meet    

in July.   

Report on Recent Spaghe? Fundraiser  
Our Spaghe? Supper Fundraiser to raise funds to 

purchase backpacks and school supplies for our annual 

give-away was a huge success. Our total was $960!  

Thank you to everyone who contributed with money, 

delicious desserts, and helping with the meal. The School 

Supply Give-away has been an 

important outreach of our church 

to the children in our community 

for many years, and it is a blessing 

for SFUMC to be a part of this 

ministry. 

Annual School Supplies Give-Away July 24th 
SFUMC, Summerville 1st Bap0st, and Horizon Bap0st 

Fellowship will again host the Annual Backpack and 

School Supplies Give-Away on Saturday, July 24, 

beginning at 10:00 at Summerville 1st Bap0st. This is a 

special 0me each year to help children in our community 

with needed school 

supplies. If you would like 

to volunteer, please 

contact Rita O’Neal. 

Volunteers need to be at 

the church about 8:30. 

Please consider helping 

with this ministry.  
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ILLNESS/INJURY 
 

Jacee Beth          

 Thomas 

Mike Owens 

Elise Sullens  

Andrew Rupp 

Hill Hamby 

Gail Sartain 

Kristen Sartain 

Travis Yates 

Lucille Hamby 

Alan Dean 

Betsy Dellenback 

Rose Jackson 

Kim Snow 

Carter Black 

Yvonne Norton 

Mary High 

Anita ShaGuck 

Rita O’Neal 

Jane McCool 

Marcia Boney & 

 family 
 

Gene & Gail 

 Richter 
 

Rita’s Mom &  

 Dad 

Dianne Fulton 

Jane Stokes 

Alice Cox 

Linda Black 

Harold & Vesta 

 Helton 

Teresa Owens 

 

OTHER           
Ben McCool & 
 family 
 
 

Family of Marty 
 Strange 
 

The ministry of 
 SFUMC 

 
 

LEADERS 
Pastor Ed & Julie, 
  Church Council, 
  and Ministry  
  Team Leaders 
 
 

Our Bishop and 
 District 
 Superintendent 
 

Na0onal, State,  
   and Local  
   Government  
   officials and all  
   in authority 

 
 

GENERAL 
SFUMC and the  
  Church    
  Worldwide 
 
 

The United 
 Methodist 
 Church 
 

Those 
 persecuted  
  for the faith 
 

 Revival for our  
   community and  
   our na0on 
 

The Peace of  
   Jerusalem 
 

Our Military, 
 local Law  
   Enforcement,     
   and First   
   Responders 
 
 

Our SCHOOLS 
 
 

The Lost, Poor, 
 Suffering, 
 Vulnerable, 
 and Voiceless 
 

Our Na0on and 
 all of the crises 
 going on 
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our future. Those decisions some�mes cause pain. God didn’t cause the pain or 

just sit back and abandon us. Some people make the decision to smoke for years and then suffer lung 

cancer. Some make the decision to drive on icy roads that cause terrible car wrecks. Some make the 
decision to leave a loaded gun in the house where a child finds it. If you closely examine the news of 

tragedy and crisis, you will o?en find that somebody made a decision of their own free choice that set in 

mo�on circumstances that ended in pain. God could not and would not intervene in every moment of 

every human life. To do that would completely eliminate our ability to reason, judge right from wrong, 

and to freely choose our paths and our ac�ons. Few people would give up their freedom of choice, even 

to a loving parent. A God who would take away such freedom would have created a world of mindless 

robots with no sense of responsibility, accountability, or learning from their ac�ons. 

Yes, tragedies with no apparent human error involved do happen. We o?en want desperately to find 

a why, as if discovering a cause will make it easier to cope with the situa�on. It won’t. There always has 

been and always will be a frustra�ng degree of randomness to 

life’s experiences. 

God does promise that whatever happens in life, God will be with 

us. We do not have to endure the difficul�es and pains we 

experience in our life alone. When bad things happen, God cries 

with us. God celebrates our victories and mourns our sorrows. God 
is good, and we are surrounded by that goodness. When life breaks 

apart, God is there to help us pull the pieces together (Dr. Peter 

Harrington, © Discipleship Resources, The Upper Room 2002).  

Next month, we will look at ques0on 9, “If I am a good person, 
why do I need God?”  Take �me to ponder this ques�on and write 

down your thoughts, and revisit them a?er reading the August 

2021 newsleBer.   In Chris�an love, Dr. Ed Judy. 

BIRTHDAYS: 
 

7/9 Kyrie Day 
 

7/12 Mary Beth Waggoner 
 

7/13 Kayleigh Day 
 

7/17 Sydney Day 
 

7/19  Honey Housch                     
 

7/20  Mary High                                     
___________________________________ 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

None listed for this month. 

(con�nued from FRONT) 



Financial Report 
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2 SIMPLE WAYS YOU CAN HELP 

SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF SFUMC: 
 

1) Remember that when ordering items on 

Amazon, if you use the Amazon Smile site, 

www.smile.amazon.com , and enter 

Summerville First United Methodist Church, 

we will automa0cally receive 0.5% of the 

price of your eligible purchase! There's no 

charge to you and it is just extra income for 

the church!   
 

 

2) Please put your used ink 

cartridges in 

box in the hall. SFUMC 

receives money for 

recycling these. 

Church Staff and Contact Info 

 

Pastor,  Rev. Dr. Ed Judy 

Email: 
pastorsfumc1906@gmail.com 

 

Organist,  Gene McGinnis 

 

Secretary,  Stephanie Norton 

 

Office Phone  706-857-2057 

Email sfumchurchsec@gmail.com 

 

Parsonage Phone  706-859-8183 

 

Website  www.summervillefirstumc.com 

  

You can scan this QR Code 

with your QR app on your 

smartphone to link to the 

church’s Website. 

   REPORT of Year-to-Date through June 2021 
 

   Planned Expenses Funds Received         Actual Expenses        Variance 

    $70,166             $62,681    $62,859              ($179) 
 

    MISSIONS YTD:         $2,157             $2,054                $103 

 

The finance team thanks those who have con�nued to financially 

support the church during this past year. Financial contribu�ons should   

  be mailed to this address.     → 

 

All those ac0vely 
involved in SFUMC 
are  encouraged to 
join the 2, private 
SFUMC Facebook groups. 
 

All may keep up with SFUMC 
through the website, or the 
public Facebook page. 

Mailing Address:  SFUMC 

P.O. Box 187 

Summerville, Ga.  30747 

 Prayer is always the 
greatest way one can 
serve!  ALL ministry is 
dependent upon prayer 
and faithful trust in our 
Lord to produce good 
fruit. 
The SFUMC Weekly 
Prayer Gathering has 
resumed and meets in 
the fellowship hall on 
Tuesdays @ 11 a.m.  
Come seek Him with us!

SERVING @ SFUMC 

 


